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1. The specification and drawings are objected to as they do not clearly 
describe or show the securing mechanism 55. The specification and claim 13 
suggest that there is a securing mechanism 55 for holding a cavity closed. 
However, no detail of this mechanism is shown of discussed. Further, 
although 55 is found in Fig. 7, it is not located near the cavities, the graphic, or 
the leads. 

2. Claims 1, 3, 6, 7, 12, 14 and 18 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

• All reference numerals should be in parentheses or deleted (in particular 
see claims 1, 6 and 14. 

• Claims 3 and 7 appear to be missing text. 

• In regard to claim 12, it is unclear how a structure (the lead) can be 
integral with a void (the cavity). 

• Claim 18 lacks antecedent basis for "said one or more raised collapsible 
cavities" on line 4. 

Appropriate corrections are required. 

3. Claims 7 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 7 appears to be contradictory. It is unclear how the cavity can be 
formed from a rigid material and still be collapsible. In addition, it is unclear 
how such a rigid material would still be considered to be a fabric (as required 
by claim 1). 

As noted above, claim 13 is not supported by proper disclosure. It is 
unclear how the cavity is held closed, or what structure is intended to perform 
this function. 
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4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-6, 8-12 and 14-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Post, et al. This pressure activated interface comprises a textile 
construction (column 6, lines 58-64) with cavities 322 and contact areas 302, 
304, 306, 312, 314, 316 in the cavities. These contact areas are elevated above 
the lead, as they are on top of fabric 310. The contact areas are biased apart 
by the soft fabric 320, which is overcome by pressing, when operating the 
switch. In regard to claim 6, it is noted that panel 300 incorporates graphics 
(characters) associated with the contact areas. In regard to claim 8, layer 320 
is seen to be a support element. In regard to claim 9, applicant is reminded 
that the method of manufacture is not give significant patentable weight in an 
apparatus claim; the layer 320 is capable of manufacture in the manner 
claimed. In regard to claims 11 and 12, since the contact areas are attached to 
the leads, and the leads are secured adjacent the cavities, they are seen to 
meet the claimed limitations. In regard to claim 14, the surrounding fabric of 
panels 300 and 310 is seen to be reinforcement. 

In regard to claim 18, the device of Post comprises textile construction 
with cavities 322, a conductive plane 302 and leads 312, 314, 316. The leads 
have contact areas where they contact the plane. It is noted that any location 
where the matrix ends is seen to be "an edge or perimeter" whereby the 
structure inherently meets the claim. 

In regard to claim 5, 17 and 19, the device is intended to be sewn into 
garments (column 2, lines 4-5). 
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6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent 
to applicant's disclosure. Thomas and Morgenstern, et al. are further examples 
of textile constructions with switches that are similar to that claimed. 



7. Any response to this action may be mailed to: 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



8. Any inquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be 
directed to Mrs. Renee Luebke whose telephone number is (571) 272-2009. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Mrs. Paula Bradley, can be reached at (571) 272-2800, 
extension 33. 




Renee S. Luebke 
Primary Patent Examiner 
July 9, 2007 



